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Shanah Tovah  

For those I have not yet met, my name is Julia Katz.  Raised and educated in Hesed Shel Emet, I appreciate the opportunity to be serving 
on our Board of Governors.  Doing so is especially meaningful to me as I am following my father’s footsteps…. he was president of this 
congregation in the early 1960’s.  My involvement is in memory of my father Aaron, in honor of my mother Josephine, and with the 
hopes that I can contribute positively to the future of Hesed Shel Emet. 
 
In the Mahzor we’re using today, there is a reading entitled “We join our people” that caught my eye.  The first few sentences of it are,  

“The service of the synagogue is more than an expression of the needs and emotions of the individual worshipers who take 
part in it. 
It is an expression of the joys and sorrows, the hopes and ideals of Israel.  For the synagogue is the one unfailing wellspring of 
Jewish feeling. 
Here we pray together with our fellow Jews, and we become participants in the common sentiment, the collective conscience 
of Israel.”   

What this makes me think about is a sense of us as a group, not just individuals, with a fundamental aspect of commonality – we 
practice Judaism.  Whether observant or secular or somewhere in between, we are each here today because being part of a service on 
this holiday is important to us.  It gives us a sense of belonging, a sense of familiarity.  For me, this comes from the words and tunes we 
hear and from the people we are surrounded by.  I know, no matter where I might be with this same group of people hearing and 
listening to what is being said and sung, I will feel like I belong.    
 
Some of you know that my grandfather (Mom’s father and the grandfather of others here today) was the artist who designed these 
windows.  For me, knowing that has always added a blanket of comfort while I was here.  The thought of worshipping where I was not 
surrounded by these windows was sad for me.  However, as we (this congregation) are now in a position that we do much of our 
worshipping elsewhere, both within this building and on occasion outside of 575 N. Keim, I realize that the warmth I still feel is not from 
the structure, but from the people I am with…. from you.   Do these windows no longer impact me?  Certainly, they do.  But, as I spend 
more time with the people I see when I am here, whether worshipping or eating or working on a project, I see that the warmth and 
sense of belonging follow me.  I am with people who welcome me to celebrate my Judaism. 
 
Today, for us here, being involved with a synagogue does not mean we must be as observant as our most observant neighbor.  What it 
means is that we are a part of something bigger than ourselves – an approach to life that has evolved since Judaism was started by our 
ancestor Abraham almost 4,000 years ago.   
 
A few moments ago, I said that each of us was here today because, to one degree or another, Judaism is part of who we are and is 
important to us.  What we must acknowledge is the reality that maintaining, and ideally growing, a community such as ours in which we 
are free to observe and celebrate our individual Judaism as part of a group requires the support and participation of us all.  And, not just 
financial support, but active participation throughout the year.   
 
Last week, the day after Rosh Hashanah, I met a gentleman who happened to be walking up to the lobby at the same time I was.  When 
I asked him if I could help him, he told me that he was Jewish and was stopping by “just to see if we were still around.” He remembered 
the food from the Jewish Heritage Festival held several years ago.   I assured him that yes, we certainly are still here!   
I told him that while we aren’t currently holding a Heritage Festival, we do have other things going on.  We talked about our website 
and the kind of information available on it and he commented that well, he wasn’t really observant.  I responded that while ritual 
Judaism is certainly part of what we are about, I think he would find that just as “present” was the sense of community…. of belonging.   
 
As I look out, I see many of you who already give so much to our congregation.  Taking that a step further, and on behalf of all of us in 
this sanctuary, I ask each of us to consider what we can individually add to the collective.   As important as is financial support, 
participation is just as essential for our congregation’s health.  Please feel free to contact the Office or any one of us on the Board with 
questions about your interests.   We’d love to speak with you.  
 
As when I started, I wish you and yours A Happy & Sweet New Year! 
 
Thank you. 
 
 


